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The Spontaneous City Book 
 
IFHP Working Group  

Spontaneous City Workshops on location 
 
   

   Porto Alegre  IFHP congress, BR 

   Sao Paulo, Heliopolis, BR 

    Amsterdam, Oostenburg Seminar, NL 

   Oaxaca, ME  

   Gothenburg, S 
    ….. 
    ….. 

 
 

Spontaneous City’s Road Map!
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The Spontaneous City Book 
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Porto Alegre 
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Sao Paolo, Helipolis 
 
Sao Paulo, Heliopolis 
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now 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Oostenburg Seminar 
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-   What does it mean the Spontaneous City in each city? 
-   Best practises 
-   Result: very specific challenges 
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Oaxaca 
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Gothenburg, Ringön 
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Global trends!
Shifting demographics 

 
 
Increasing urban population 
 
Market monopoly 
 
Environmental issues  
 
New technologies   
 
Changed world economy  
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fundamental QUESTIONS!
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fundamental QUESTIONS!
 
 

 
 
How to generate new dynamics in a changed context? 
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fundamental QUESTIONS!
 
 

 
 
How to generate new dynamics in a changed context? 
 
Can we go on with our conventional planning tradition? 
 
What kind of investment logic do we need?  
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What is Spontaneous City?  
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Spontaneous City is: !
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
- focussing upon a vital relationship between people and city  
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Spontaneous City is: !
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
- focussing upon a vital relationship between people and city  
 
- a plea for another practice according to a new set of rules 
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- focussing upon a vital relationship between people and city  
 
- a plea for another practice according to a new set of rules 
 
- shaped by its occupants, in a never-ending process of transformation 
  
- a reaction to the tendency to view cities as ready made products 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Spontaneous City is: !
 !
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Shanghai!
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Misunderstandings!
 
 

Spontaneous City   ≠  exclusively linked to organic grown cities  
 
Spontaneous City   ≠  synonymous for semi permanent initiatives 
 
Spontaneous City   ≠  opposite to area development  
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organic as well as planned 
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temporary as well as permanent 
 

Amsterdam 
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S - M - L - XL area development 
 

Amsterdam Oostenburg 
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Organic as well as planned 

ULI     European    Trends    
Conference                    -                  
Paris    9th    Feb    2011                -                
Urhahn    Urban    Design,      Gert S p o n t a n e o u s  C i t y   |     V V G  C o n g r e s s  E d e     |     1 4  N o v 2 0 1 2 



City       -      Gert   Urhahn     -      Urhahn Urban Design    

Zoom in !

Shift 

Limited number of big players    >    plenty of (smaller) initiative takers 
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 El Alto, Bolivia  
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 El Alto: street, block, parcel, wall 
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(PNUD  United Nations Developping Programme) 1940  

 El Alto 
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0 – 1 years 

Organic growth  
 [ 1 ]  

 El Alto 
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[ 2 ]  

 El Alto 

2-3 years 
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[ 3 ]  

 El Alto 

3-10 years 
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1 – 3  jaar 

[ 4 ]  

 El Alto 

10-15 years 
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1 – 3  jaar 

[ 5 ]  

 El Alto 

15-25 years 
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1 – 3  jaar 

[ 6 ]  

 El Alto 

25- years 
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0 – 1 years 1 – 3  years 3 - 10 years 

10 – 15  years 15 – 25   years 25-   years 

 El Alto 
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IFHP  2010   Porto   Alegre        -        Spontaneous  City       -      Gert   Urhahn     -      Urhahn Urban Design    

 around the church is where the process begins  

 El Alto 
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 El Alto 
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Open development!

Shift 
Fixed masterplans               >             open end planning and strategy 
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user  

 

function  

 

building 

 

design public area 

 

structure of public area  

0       50         100       150       200       250  years 

The beat of the Spontaneous City     
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 New York 
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URHAHN URBAN DESIGN 

 New York 
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 New York 

S p o n t a n e o u s  C i t y   |     V V G  C o n g r e s s  E d e     |     1 4  N o v 2 0 1 2 



Collective values!

Shift 
Individual initiative and action  >    collective initiative and value  
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Collective Value!
Spontaneous City can’t be successful without 
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Collective Value!
Spontaneous City can’t be successful without 

 
Public value is what is important for everybody on long term. 
 
It is understood by everybody, and must be accessible to everybody 
 
It entails: public space, landscape, nature, cultural heritage and more 
  
It is more holistic, some values are not measurable.  
 
Value is never only intrinsic, it derives from what we value. 
 
Public value is site-specific 
 
Public value can also produce financial value. 
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 Antwerp 
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 Antwerp 
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Antwerpen  

 Antwerp 
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 Antwerp 
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 Antwerp 
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User oriented!

Give room for participation and civic economy 
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4 good reasons why to include  
 
 
Social   Contributing to social coherence and empowerment   
 
Spatial   ‘Embedment’ of communities in the surrounding  
 
Economic   Civic economy 
 
Political  Bridging the gap between government and people  
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not everything can -and has to- be under control … 
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